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mocracy in Latin America and create new
jobs for America as well. It’s a good deal,
and we ought to take it.

Thank you.
[At this point, the President signed the
NAFTA supplemental agreements.]

I’d like to ask now each of the Presidents
in their turn to come forward and make a
statement, beginning with President Bush
and going to President Carter and President
Ford. And I will play musical chairs with
their seats. [Laughter]
[At this point, President Bush, President
Carter, and President Ford made remarks in
support of NAFTA.]

I wanted you to welcome Mrs. Carter. [Ap-
plause] Let me again express my profound
thanks on behalf of all of us to President
Bush, President Carter, and President Ford
and close the meeting by invoking a phrase
made famous last year by Vice President
Gore: ‘‘It’s time for us to go.’’

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:39 a.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to William M. Daley, NAFTA Task
Force Chairman, and Bill Frenzel, Special Adviser
to the President for NAFTA. The President was
introduced by the Vice President.

On September 14, Press Secretary Dee Dee
Meyers issued the following statement:

Due to a staff error, the President incorrectly
stated that NAFTA would create 1 million new
jobs over 5 years.

The NAFTA will create 200,000 new export-
related jobs in the first 2 years after it is passed.
By 1995, 900,000 U.S. jobs will be dependent on
exports to Mexico. NAFTA will help secure those
jobs, and trade with Mexico will help create even
more jobs in future years.

Remarks and an Exchange With
Reporters Prior to Discussions With
Prime Minister Paul Keating of
Australia
September 14, 1993

The President. Good morning. First, I
want to welcome Prime Minister Keating
here and his colleagues from Australia. We’re
looking forward to having a very good discus-

sion, and we’ll have some comments later,
as you know.

I also want to applaud the announcement
today of the common agenda established be-
tween Jordan and Israel, as well as the his-
toric stop that Prime Minister Rabin and
Foreign Minister Peres have made in Mo-
rocco, seeing King Hassan. I applaud King
Hassan, and I hope that other Arab leaders
will follow that example. And we will con-
tinue now rapidly to break down the barriers
between Israel and other nations. And I’m
looking forward to beginning work imme-
diately on the United States part of imple-
menting this agreement.

NAFTA
Q. Do you agree, sir, with President Carter

and President Bush in their characterization
of Ross Perot as a demagog?

The President. I’m going to try to pass
NAFTA. And they’re perfectly capable of
speaking for themselves. I don’t agree with
Mr. Perot on this, and some of the assertions
are not accurate that he has made. But, you
know, I’m going to be out here. My job is
to try to pass this. And I don’t want to overly
personalize it. I’m just trying to pass it. I
think it’s good for America; it’s good for jobs.

Q. Are you going to work as hard for health
care as you are for NAFTA, or vice versa?

The President. I’m going to try to pass
them both. I’m going to try—you know, I
work at everything I do. I just get up in the
morning and go to work. I think that’s what
I got hired to do.

[At this point, one group of reporters left the
room and another group entered.]

The President. As you know, we’re going
to have a joint statement afterward, and we’ll
answer your questions then. But I do want
to welcome the Prime Minister and his col-
leagues here. I want to say to all of you how
very important the relationship that the
United States has with Australia is to me and
to our administration. And I look forward to
discussing a whole wide range of things, es-
pecially the upcoming APEC conference in
Washington State in November. And I want
to thank the Prime Minister publicly for his
leadership in helping to put that together and
helping to bring the leaders of the other
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countries there. We’ll have more to say about
it later, but I’m anxious to get on with the
meeting.

Q. Will you get a chance to visit sometime,
perhaps for the Olympics in Sydney?

The President. Why, I hope so. I’ve al-
ways wanted to come. I had one other chance
to go to Australia, and I had to turn it down
because of when I was a Governor. And I’ve
been jealous of every friend of mine who ever
went there. So I sure hope I can come.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:48 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of these
remarks.

The President’s News Conference
With Prime Minister Paul Keating of
Australia
September 14, 1993

The President. Good afternoon. It’s a
great pleasure for me to welcome the Prime
Minister of Australia, Mr. Keating, to Wash-
ington and to have this opportunity to make
a couple of statements and then answer some
of your questions.

Despite that vast ocean which separates us,
Australia and the United States share essen-
tial values and interests rooted in our frontier
heritages, our shared commitment to democ-
racy, our status as Pacific trading nations, and
our efforts across the years to ensure and
strengthen our common security. It’s a pleas-
ure for me to have the opportunity to person-
ally reaffirm those bonds today.

The Prime Minister and I exchanged views
on a wide variety of issues. I’d like to empha-
size the importance of one in particular, the
Uruguay round of multilateral trade negotia-
tions. We agreed that strengthening GATT’s
trade rules is a top priority for both our coun-
tries. As a founder of the Cairns Group of
free trading agricultural nations, Australia is
working closely with us to bring the Uruguay
round to conclusion this year. So that we can
achieve agreement this year, the Prime Min-
ister and I strongly urge the European Com-
munity not to reopen the Blair House accord
on agricultural trade as has been suggested.
We need to move forward, not backward, to

complete the round and to give the world
economy a much-needed boost.

We also discussed the importance of eco-
nomic relations in the new Pacific commu-
nity that both our nations are committed to
help build. We discussed the building blocks
of that community: bilateral alliances, such
as the one we share; an active commitment
to supporting the spread of democracy; and
support for open and expanded markets. We
discussed the important role of the Organiza-
tion for the Asian Pacific Economic Coopera-
tion, APEC. Both the U.S. and Australia are
members. Both of us have been active pro-
ponents of regional trade liberalization. And
I look very much forward to working with
Prime Minister Keating to make the Novem-
ber APEC ministerial meeting and the lead-
ers conference in Seattle, Washington, a big
success.

Australia and the United States also share
mutual security interests. Australia has been
our ally in every major conflict of this cen-
tury. Today we share an interest in bolstering
the region’s security and in supporting its
movement toward democracy. I expressed
my particular admiration for the crucial role
Australia has played in fashioning and imple-
menting the international effort to promote
reconciliation in Cambodia. I told the Prime
Minister that we look forward to many simi-
lar partnerships in the years ahead.

This meeting was to have occurred yester-
day, but Prime Minister Keating and I agreed
that we should delay it because of the signing
of the Israeli-Palestinian peace agreement.
That historic breakthrough reminds us that
we live in a momentous time when the old
walls of division are falling and new vistas
are opening. Our success in seizing these op-
portunities will depend in large measure on
how well the community of democracies can
respond to work together towards shared
goals. Today this meeting with the Prime
Minister reaffirms that our two nations will
continue to work together closely to turn the
promise of this era into reality.

Mr. Prime Minister.
Prime Minister Keating. Thank you, Mr.

President. Well, I’d like to say firsthand that
our meeting was most worthwhile, from my
point of view and Australia’s point of view,
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